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to Catholic solidity, in reliance upon emotion*
Where Pascal's  influence  may  be  called  des-
tructive, or at any rate weakening to the strength
of the Catholic culture, is in the tendency to
substitute emotion for reason; to take emotion
out of its proper sphere and give it authority
in places where it has none.  Thus, we may say
that Pascal (without in the least intending it)
stood at the beginning of that recent movement
called "Modernism"; and there has been an
influence   flowing   from   Pascal,   an   influence
which he himself would have bitterly regretted
had he seen its fruits, tending to ignore definition
in   morals  and  doctrine  because  definition  is
not an emotional process.  There has also come
from  the same source a parallel  tendency to
deny any doctrine which shocks some emotion.
Or again, to affirm as certain something which
the  Church has not defined but which suits
the private emotion of the believer.
When we use the term " emotionalism"
in this particular sense, just as when we use
the word " rationalism " in its particular sense,
we mean allowing emotionalism in the one case,
as reason in the other, to do something it was
not intended to do: to step outside its proper
sphere. Here is an example of emotionalism
at war with reason: